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— Dirk Bebrend, N1 Tne. / GSTC

The Global Geodetic Observing System (GGOS) proj
ect of the International Associaton
of Geodesy (IAG) made further
steps in hecoming an opertional
system. & group of about 3 peo-
ple came topether in Oxnard, CA,
the GGOS
The main focus

USA o participate in
Retreat 2007,
of this three-day event (February
19—21) were threefold: (1}
from the GGOS working groups
and GEO {Group on Barth Obser-
vatdons) representatives abour their

areas

T ['I-l. )

on-going work, (2} discussion of the
GGOS2020 process with a

o Flerrag during bi e 5 4 i
{tapr] Tom Flarmng durtue fis falk on the fidure geo- hresentationof preliminary

deffe reference framer; feion) The GEOY Charrr
fraat il Flans-Peter Play (T-5a-Charr], Marknr
Rithecler (Clrarrl, and Fath Netlane (T Fee-Chare,

results and consequences
for implementation, and
(31 bwilding GGOS on the
exisling  scrvices
and  commissions
of the [AG includ
ing a discussion on
potential contribu-
tions and challeng-

es of integration.
The VS was
represented by
Dirle Behrend, the
Vs del-
grate o GGOS,
but also by Chopo Ma (IERS Delegate and Member of the
GOS8 Fxecutive Commitree) and Harald Schub (inviced
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participant). IVS will strangly contribute to GGOS by pro-
viding uniquely the CRF (Celestal Reference Frame) and the
full set of FOP (Earth Orieatation Parameters) including nu-
tation and UT1-UTC,
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Further, it will coneribute to the TRI

July 2007,

Advances of the Global Geodetic Observing System

(Terrestrial Reference Frame], in particular the scale, In order
to reach the goal of 1 mm accuracy for GGOS, the V'3 has
started investgations into the next generation VLBI system

and work is under way to realize the VLBI20T0 vision,

GGOS is working on its vision for the future

observing systerm—dubbed GGOS2020,

geodetic
VLBI will be an in-
tegral part of this system. The GGOS2020 Reference Docu-
ment (about 140 pages) is being drafred and is planned to be
the IUGG General Assembly

This document is intended to provide background

finalized by in Perugia, Traly in
material and details for a global peodetic observing system in
rerms of concepts, conventions, infrastructure, and services.
The main target group is the geodetic community proper.
In addition o this document, a second document—the
GGOS2020 Strategy—shall provide the main vision and an
averview of the key issues. The scope of this strategy docu-
ment will be about 3040 pages with the target group being
the decision makers, whose iinancial support will be required
for realizing GGOS,

issue with considerable discussion  was

Sensiive

whether the documents should hist the planned number of

statons for each technique. The consensus was that numbers
should ke included; however, this should be accompanied by
a discussion of necessary redundancies and required mini-

mum numbers.

The GGOS Steering Committee will meet during the
LEGU in Vienna,
Italy i July 2007,

Auseria in April 2007 and again in Perugia,
Furthermore, a combined workshop of
GGOS and 1GOS-P (Integrated Global Ohserving Stratepy
Partnership) will take place in Frascati,
5—1, 2007, More

found at hitp:/ fpeodesyunredu/ggos/ grosws_

ltaly on Movember
information on the latter event can be
2007 findex.

html.

The IVS Mewsletter is published three timas annually,
in April, August, and December. Contributed articles,
pictures, cartoons, and feedback arz welcome at any
time.
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